8                 IN WHAT  SENSE  IS  CHRISTIANITY

interests to truth and justice. Let them alone; they
have chosen the better part. Something assures me
that he who, hardly knowing why, has, out of simple
nobleness of nature, chosen for himself in this world
the essentially unproductive function of doing good,
is the truly wise man, and has discerned, with more
sagacity than the egotist, the legitimate employment
of life.

I.

You have asked of me that, in your presence, I
should retrace one of those pages of history which
put the thoughts that I have just uttered in the
clearest light. The origins of Christianity form the
most heroic episode of the history of humanity.
Never will man display more self-devotion or a
larger love of the ideal, than in the hundred and
fifty years which rolled away between the sweet
Galilean vision under Tiberius and the death of
Marcus Aurelius. Never was the religious con-
sciousness more eminently creative; never did it lay
down with more absolute authority the law of the
future. This extraordinary movement, with which